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Islands Voyage, was at a premium. Esses refused to attend
Parliament, which was then sitting, refused to come to Court,
and like Achilles of old, sulked in his tent. He even stayed away
from the celebrations of Queen's Day, 17 November, though it
was the entry, as Burghley reminded him, to the fortieth year
of her Majesty's reign. He pleaded sickness, perhaps with truth,
as mental distress induces physical. Burghley and others did
their best to bring about peace* Elizabeth at first declared that
ca Prince was not to be contended withal by a subject/ while
Essex insisted on the offending words in the patent being
altered. At last, on 18 December, the contention ended as the
previous one had done. Elizabeth made him Earl Marshal,
which gave him precedence over the new Earl of Nottingham,^
He was happy. As for Nottingham, it was now his turn to be
sick; but he was a less difficult child.

Esses had thus obtained the two military offices against which
Francis Bacon had warned him, and the prognostications of this
penetrating mind approached nearer and nearer to realization.
In the New Year Essex promised Robert Sidney to secure a
peerage for him: Elizabeth blocked it. He openly announced
that he was standing for his friend against all men for the office
of Vice-Chamberlain: the Queen left the office vacant until
Essex's game was played out. As one of his supporters said, he
could get anything for himself, but nothing for his friends. The
arrogant nature of this wonderfully attractive, but impossible,
young man was revealed again in a letter of Lord Grey's to a
friend the following summer. Wondering at the favour shown
Grey by the Queen, Essex had lately tried to force him to de-
clare himself either a follower of his, or else Robert Cecil's
friend and an enemy. Grey repudiated any base dependency,
whereupon Essex told him that he was a lost child. In plain
terms, he announced that he loved not his person, and that Grey
- a military man - must not expect advancement under him. *If
the Queen\ Grey pertinently remarked, 'will thus suffer one to
engross thus servilely all men of the sword, and derive the
advancement of war only from his partial favour, she must like-
wise resolve to hold her own of him, and suffer her poor and